
 

 
  

 
 

Samsung Blazes New Trails with VR Storytelling at  
2016 Sundance Film Festival 

 
 

- Samsung Studio to Feature Unique Programming, Debut New VR Content, Unveil Gear 
Indie Challenge Winners 

- Samsung Gear VR Acts as the Destination to Enjoy New Frontier Mobile VR Content 
 
 
 
NEW YORK – January 20, 2016 – Samsung Electronics America, Inc., official mobile sponsor of the 
2016 Sundance Film Festival, is sparking VR storytelling at the Samsung Studio, the go-to venue for 
filmmakers, content developers, industry influencers and more to connect, learn and share experiences, 
all through the lens of the latest Samsung products and services, including the new Samsung Gear VR, 
powered by Oculus. 
 
“One of the biggest trends and themes for 2016 is virtual reality. At Samsung, we are making  VR more 
accessible by partnering with the best in the industry to deliver a growing library of engaging, rich content 
for our Gear VR which is all made possible by our latest Galaxy devices,” said Marc Mathieu, chief 
marketing officer at Samsung Electronics America. “We are excited to engage with the creative 
community at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival to collaborate and amplify viewpoints, content and new 
technological advancements as we continue to cultivate development in the VR community.” 
 
There are many opportunities for Festivalgoers to meet and interact at the Samsung Studio. Here is a 
sampling of what’s in store. 
 
 
Unique programming at Samsung Studio 
 
The team from Funny Or Die joins Samsung to debut the world premiere of the first-ever virtual reality 
comedy short, “Interrogation” featuring comedians Paul Scheer and Rob Huebel. Discussions will 
highlight how Gear VR is empowering comedic storytelling in new, immersive ways. 
 
Samsung Studio will also treat Festivalgoers to interactive filmmaker panels with Deadline, BMI, 
Broadcast Music, Inc. and Funny Or Die, among other programming to be announced. 
 
GONE Returns from Holiday Hiatus 
 
At the 2016 Sundance Film Festival, Samsung, in collaboration with Skybound Entertainment and Wevr, 
will unveil the latest cluster of episodes from Samsung’s original thriller “GONE.” During December 2015, 
“GONE Episode #1: Pilgrim” quickly rose to be the number one most viewed piece of content on the 
service, with viewers quickly gravitating towards the “exploratory video” technology unique to the series. 
 
Gear Indie Challenge Results 
 
In an effort to nurture emerging and independent VR filmmakers, Samsung recently conducted the Gear 
Indie “There in 60 Seconds” contest, challenging filmmakers to transport viewers to a place that is special 
and unique in 60 seconds or less. At the 2016 Sundance Film Festival, details on the winning entries will 
be unveiled, with the winning content available to enjoy on Samsung Gear VR. 
 



New Frontier Mobile VR Content Coming to Samsung Gear VR 
 
Gear VR will be the way to watch the New Frontier Program’s Mobile VR content stemming from the 2016 
Sundance Film Festival. Attendees will be able to experience the innovative works of ground-breaking 
artists who work in new media technology and get a glimpse of how the VR medium is used to immerse 
the viewer and take storytelling to a new dimension. 
 
Living the Galaxy Life to the Fullest at Samsung Studio 
At the Samsung Studio, Galaxy owners can enjoy premium services with the Gear S2 Concierge, offering 
priority restaurant reservations and complimentary Uber rides – all ordered from Samsung’s newest 
smartwatch, the Gear S2.  Festivalgoers will also be able to use Samsung Pay – the official mobile 
payment of the 2016 Sundance Film Festival – at the Studio’s café, which will feature menu items from 
Salt Lake City’s own, “The Rose Establishment.” 
 
More Information about Samsung at the 2016 Sundance Film Festival 
Visitors to the Samsung Studio will have access to the Sundance Film Festival Selfie, and will experience 
the brand’s full range of product innovations including the Gear VR, Galaxy View, Galaxy S6 edge+, 
Galaxy Note5, Galaxy Tab S2, Gear S2, SUHD TVs and home appliances. The Samsung Studio will be 
located at 638 Park Avenue and will be open from January 22 – January 26, 2016. 
 
For additional information and the full list of panel details, please visit the 2016 Sundance Film Festival 
schedule at sundance.org/festival. 
 
 
About Samsung Electronics America, Inc. 
Headquartered in Ridgefield Park, NJ, Samsung Electronics America, Inc. (SEA), is a recognized 
innovation leader in consumer electronics design and technology. A wholly owned subsidiary of Samsung 
Electronics Co., Ltd., SEA delivers a broad range of digital consumer electronics, IT and home appliance 
products. Samsung is the market leader for HDTVs in the U.S and America’s fastest growing home 
appliance brands. To discover more of the award-winning products you love with Samsung, please visit 
www.samsung.com and for the latest Samsung news, please visit news.samsung.com/us and follow on 
Twitter @SamsungNewsUS. 
 
About Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. 
Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. inspires the world and shapes the future with transformative ideas and 
technologies that redefine the worlds of TVs, smartphones, wearable devices, tablets, cameras, digital 
appliances, printers, medical equipment, network systems, and semiconductor and LED solutions. We 
are also leading in the Internet of Things space with the open platform SmartThings, our broad range of 
smart devices, and through proactive cross-industry collaboration. We employ 319,000 people across 84 
countries with annual sales of US $196 billion. To discover more, and for the latest news, feature articles 
and press material, please visit the Samsung Newsroom at news.samsung.com. 
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